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Copy of a Letter froma Lady to a Universalist—No. 3: 


Dear Sin—However unavailing my arguments may 
have been, the time is not far distant when truth, di- 
vine truth, shall aid the deductions of reason, and 
prove to a demonstration that God is just, as well as 
merciful. ‘That [ earnestly desire the salvation of all 
mankind, must to you be without a doubt; but earnestly 
as I desire it, | cannot sheathe the “ glittering sword” 
of justice, nor alter the law of God which ordains pun- 
ishment to “every soul of man that is guilty.” If it 
can be proved that our heavenly father takes cogniz- 
ance of human actions, it must follow that our actions 
decide our future destiny; for he has positively asserted, 
* without holiness, no man can see the Lord.” According to 
the revealed will of God, the conditions of final salvation, 
are faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, which worketh by 
love, and holiness of heart, life and conversation. “To 
be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually mind- 
ed is life and peace ; for we must all appear at the 
judgment seat of Christ, and give an account of the 
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deeds done in the body, whether they be good o 
whether they be evil.” 

That an infinitely wise Being should create a world 
and people it with immortal beings, c capable of glorify. 
ing him here, and being eternally happy with him here. 
after; that he should set before them good and evil, 
life and death, and then obliterate his sacred law wit 
the blood of Christ, and open the kingdom of heaven 
to. the whole human family, without exception; that he 
should make void his own law which explicitly de. 
clares that liars, drunkards, murderers, blasphemers, 
with the whole black list of characters, who live in open 
violation of that law, cannot enter the kingdom of hea- 
ven;is madmissible. Our reason revolts at the idea, 
our understanding denies the possibility. That prec- 
ious, that cleansing, that all-healing blood, may indeed 
be applied to the greates tsinner who pleads it as his 
only hope of pardon, and God can be just in pardo hing 
the sinner who repeuts; but had it been his design to 
have passed an act of indemnity upon the multiplied 
oflences of mankind, would not the blood of atonement 
have cancelled the past, and its healing virtues present- 
ed the generations to come comparatively innocent! 
W ould not a second Eden have followed man’s univer- 
sal redemption, his gracious restoration to the favour ol 
a reconciled God? Would not the natural enmity o 
the heart to God have been slain? Should we nol 
have infinitely the advantage of Adam and Eve ? True. 
they were in an earthly paradise, but they were under re- 
straint. Now is this the result? Does the righteous- 
ness of Jesus Christ apply to all the children of men? 
Can or does all the human family say, “Srx cannot 
have dominion over me.” Is not the reverse of this 
true? Are not menlovers of pleasure more than lov- 
ers ofGod? May it not be said of the generality of 
mankind : “ There is no fear of God before ‘thei ‘ir eyes?” 
God is not in all their thoughts. Would not the apos- 


tles rejoice to have escé aped the diabolick fury of 


man? Would not they who left all to follow Christ 
rather have preached unconditional salvation than per 
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suade men by the ¢errours of the divine law, when they 
knew what fatal consequences such arguments would 
produce ? Not only so, but would they not fear the right 
aiming thunder bolts of heaven, for such a misrepre- 
sentation of our adorable Saviour ? Believe me, dear 
sir, | never felt more anxious that the divine spirit 
might dictate my writing. Earthly prospects open up- 
on you with increasing brightness, and as a citizen of 
the world, yourinfluence will be more and more ex- 
tensive: and as “ one sinner destroyeth much good,” so 
one real christian suppresses much evil, greatly augments 
the sum of human happiness, glorifies God his creator 
and judge, and adds to his other sources of comfort, the 
blissful, the well grounded hope of a glorious immortality. 

Let not the doctrine of universal salvation be the 
foundation of your hope, the anchor on which you rest : 


‘‘ On its sharp point, peace bleeds and hope expires.”’ 


Once more I beseech you, study the sacred scrip- 
tures, the record of eternal life, the conditions, the pro- 
mises, the threatenings. Consider how the doctrine of 
a judgment to come obtained in the earliest ages of the 
church, consider, since unconditional salvation has 
been preached, the triumphs of vice and the depres- 
sion of virtue: 


** And is it right, what here so oft appears, 
That vice should triumph, virtue sink in tears ! 
The inference, then that closes this debate, 

Is that there must exist a future state.’ 


The very idea of a future state, implies infinite wis- 
dom, and man’s accountability.“ For every idle word 
that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in 
the day of judgment: for by thy words thou shalt be 
justified, aud by thy words thou shalt be condemned ;” 
proves his free agency, and man’s free agency requires 
the united attributes of the Almighty to decide his future 
final destiny. ‘To this end and for this decision, “ God 
hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world 
in righteousnes. Acts, xvii. 31. The apostle to the 
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Hebrews, tells us, “it is appointed unto all men once 
to die, and afier death the judgment. Heb. vi. 2 

Our Saviour tells us we shall be judged, Fra Vil. 
2. “Judge not that ye be not judged; and with what 
measure you mete, it shall be measured to you again; 
and verse 22, 23, he tells us that in that day (the day 
of judgment) many will say unto me, Lord, ‘Lord, have 
we not prophesied in thy name ? and in thy name have 
cast out devils, and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? And then willl profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.— 
And see Math. 16,27. ‘The Son of man shall come in 
the glory of his father, with his angels, and then he 
anal reward every man according to his works. And 

25—31. When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 

and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon 
the throne of his glory : : and before him shall be gathered 
all nations, and he shall separate them one from another, as 
ashepherd divideth the sheep from the goats ; and he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on 
his left. 

“ Our Saviour (says Dr. Sherlock,),does not only ex- 
pressly declare, that there shall be a judgment, but es- 

tablishes the belief and reasonableness of it by his allu- 

sions and comparisons; which is the scope and design 
of many parables which not only prove that God will 
judge the world, but convinces us of the necesstty and 
reasonableness of it by appealing to the common rules 
of prudence and justice among men.’ 

Thus all wise and just princes and householders will 
do, destroy traitors and rebels, punish the abuse of their 
favours, call their stewards to an account, reward the 
labour and improvement of faithful servants and pun- 
ish the slothful and unprofitable, separate the wheat and 
tares at harvest, though they grow in the same field, 
and separate between the good and bad fish, though 
caught inthe same net; and therefore, thus God will 
do, who is not less wise, just, and holy, than men are. 
And this gives authority to all the arguments, fora 


future judgment, drawn from the reason and nature of 
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things. ‘Thus our Saviour reasons, and thus he has 
taught us to reason; for the fundamental principle on 
which all these parables rest, is this, that whatever 1s 
manifestly just, and wise, and reasonable for man to do, 
that God will do. 

If this be not true, the parables of our Saviour have 
his authority, but have no reason, though the nature of 
such parables is an appeal to the reason of mankind ; 
and if this be true, then we may argue thus in other 
cases, which are equally plain and obvious, and are 
founded upon the same reason; which gives a kind of 
divine authority to the plain and necessary dictates of 
reason in this matter. 

The whole christian religion is founded on and adapt- 
ed to the belief of a future judgment. and is a very un- 
inteHigible institution without it; and therefore this 
must be a first principle to all who call themselves 
christians, if they understand the religion they profess. 
The chief promises and threatenings of the gospel re- 
late to the other world; “ godliness, indeed, hath the 
promise of the life that now is, as well as that which is 
to come; but the temporal promises made toa holy and 
virtuous life, are such as worldly-minded men cannot 
much value: they extend no farther than food and rai- 
ment, to our daily bread, which is all our Saviour hath 
taught us to pray for; and therefore it teaches us “ hav- 
ing food and raiment therewith to be content.” But 
who could be contented with such a scanty provision, 
while he sees the greater prosperity of bad men who 
dissolve in ease and luxury, were there not a happy 
state reserved for them in the next world? Where is 
the man that would not comply with the devil’s temp- 
tation, to fall down and worship him for all the king- 
doms of the world and the glory of them, were he not 
to lose a brighter and richer crown for it ? 

Sometimes, indeed, God does bless good men with 
great plenty and honour, but he has no where promis- 
ed todo so in the gospel of Christ ; sometimes he does 
it not so much to reward good men, (for temporal things 
are not the proper rewards of piety and virtue,) as to 
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serve the ends of his Providence in the world. He 
takes care of good men to supply their wants and ne- 
cessities here, which is all that a perfect virtue re- 
quires, but he rewards them hereafter. 

Our Saviour teaches us, to take up his cross, to ex- 
pect sufferings and persecutions, for his name sake ; and 
be contented to want food and raiment, to part with 
houses and lands and even life itself for his sake; and 
our condition may be so afflicted and calamitous here, 
that it may force us to say, as St. Paul said, “fin this 
life only we have hope, we are of all men most misera- 
ble.” 

Thus on the other hand, there is a terrible ven- 
geance threatened against wicked men in the next 
world, lakes of fire and brimstone, blackness of dark- 
ness, the worm that never dieth, and the fire that never 
goeth out; but the gospel threatens no temporal pun- 
ishment against sin. Bad men are often punished in 
this world, when the wisdom of the divine Providence 
sees fit, and they very often escape too, and are much 
more prosperous than good men are here. There 
is no threatening in the gospel to restrain the impie- 
ties of man, but only the fears of the other world and a 
future judgment, and if you take away these, you de- 
stroy the gospel of our Saviour. 

Many of our Saviour’s laws are founded on the sup- 
position of a future judgment, and are extremely un- 
reasonable, gon be no rewards or punishments af- 
ter this life; if we will but allow him the ordinary 
prudence a 4 iw-giver, a future judgment must be the 
foundation of his religion. 

Most gladly would "T follow the Doctor in all his pow- 
erful arguments in proof of a future state of rewards 
and punishments, but have not time at present ; 1 can- 
not, however, deny myself the pleasure of transcribing 
a few of his excellent remarks upon a future judgment : 

“ When God comes to judge the world, it is to justi- 
fy himself as well as to judge men; for what St. Paul 
says, Is most properly applicable to the last judgment, 
“ Let God be true and every man a liar, as it is written, 
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that thou mightest be justified in thy saying, and might- 
est overcome when thou art judged.” Romans, 3, 4. 
And St. Jude makes this one great end of the last judg- 
ment, “ The Lord shall come with ten thousand of his 
saimts, to execute judgment upon all; to convince all that 
are ungodly among them, of all their ungodly deeds, 
which they have ungodly committed, and of all their 
hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him.” Jude xiv. 15. How many such hard 
speeches, do we daily hear against the divine Provi- 
dence? And how hard are good men put to it, to an- 
awer the cavil, and reproaches of atheists and infidels ? 
We can indeed say enough in general to vindicate the 
divine wisdom, and justice, and goodness, but there are 
a thousand particular cases which seem very hard, 
which we can say nothing to, because we know noth- 
ing of them. 

But when all the world shall be summoned before 
God’s tribunal, all the ages and generations of men, 
we shall then have a perfect history of Providence, and 
that will expound the reasons of things which are now 
obscure. When we shall hear how every particular 
nan, every age and generation of men, every country 
and nation have behaved themselves, and how God 
dealt with them; what talents they were entrusted 
with, and what account they give; then all mouths will 
be stopped, and all the world will become guilty be- 
fore God. Rom. iit. 19. Then we shall see an entire 
chain of Providences, and all the various intricate turn- 
ings of the divine wisdom in the different forms and ad- 
ministrations, but still within the sphere and circle of 
justice and goodness. 

How shall we then admire God, when we shal] see 
all these wonderful and curious scenes unfolded! 
When we shall observe the gradual and regular ad- 
vances of goodness in the several ages of the world, 
proportioned to the wants and capacities of men, till 
it come to the full maturity of gospel grace! What a 
delightful prospect will this be to good men! how will 
it enlarge their knowledge! increase their wonder! 
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influence their devotion! How will it confound bad 
mei, especially all the profane se 
Providence! How will this aggravate and increase 
their torments, that they wiil be forced to admire an d 
justify God in their own damnation, which must turn all 
their rage and fury upon themselves. 
The glory of God is the publick manifestation of his 
justice and goodness, and power ; now there cannot be a 
more unquestionable demonstration of the inflexible 


justice of God, than the final destruction of the devil 


and his angels, and all wicked men: there cannot be a 
more glorious manifestation of the goodness of God, 
than in the final rewards of piety and virtue; and noth- 
ing can be more publick and visible than that which is 
dove before all the world. And this makes it reasona- 
ble for God to summon all the world before his tribu- 
nal, to make himself visibly glorious to all his crea- 
tures. 

God has been greatly dishonoured in the world; 
some have denied his Bei ing and Providence ; others 
have set up rival and opposite gods, and given his wor- 
ship to devils, to dead men, to wood and stone ; nay to 
the vilest and most contemptible creatures: others 
have formed very unworthy notions of God, and clothi- 
ed him with their own weaknesses and passions, made 
him either a tyrant and a devil or such a tame, easy, 
fond being as men may make bold with without any 
danger. Others profane his name, corrupt his wor- 
ship. or neglect and despise it. Some think themselves 
too big to serve God, others that they are too little to 
be observed by him. Some ridicule his laws, others 
take no notice of them; and there are very few whio 
are sincere worshippers of him, and acknowledge and 
submit to his authority and power. And when God 
has been so much dishonoured in the world, | think 1 
is very fit, that when he judges the world, he should 
vindicate his own glory, make it publick and_ visible, 
and force all his creatures to own and confess it; and 
the most effectual way to do this, is by summoning all 
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mankind before him and judging them according to 
their works. 

There is great reason for this too, with respect to 
men, both to good and bad men, for this is part of the 
reward of virtue and of the punishment of vice. 

Many good men have been used with the utmost 
contempt and scorn; if they cannot comply with their 
company, and do as their neighbours do ; if they boggle 
at popular and fashionable vices, they are gazed on as 
so many comets and prodigies, and would be content- 
ed to be gazed on were they as far out of the reach of 
danger too; some call them fools, others knaves and 
hypocrites, and treat them accordingly: and is it not fit 
that God should vindicate these men, who have suffered 
infamy and reproach for his sake? That he should 
publickly own them, applaud and reward their virtue ? 
And what a glorious vindication is this, if we can but 
have patience to expectit? What a little contempti- 
ble scene is this world; nay, this little corner of the 
world where we live? For whether we be praised or 
reproached, it is likely we are never heard of out of the 
parish and neighbourhood, or city, or kingdom, where 
we live. And cannot we be contented to let a whole 
parish, or city, or kingdom despise us, to be publickly 
owned by God in the general assembly of men and 
angels ? 

Good men do a great many good actions privately, 
which few or none are conscious to, but God and them- 
selves; and therefore they lose the praise which is 
due to such secret virtues in this world; but our Sa- 
viour hath promised, that such men shall have praise 
ef God; that if we pray and fast and give alms in se- 
cret, our Father, which seeth in secret shall reward us 
openly. Math. vi.4. This is great encouragement to 
the practice of the most secret virtues that we shall be 
openly rewarded for them. 

Good men are very often great sufferers in this 
world; are not enly reproached but persecuted, lose 
their estates, their liberties, their lives for Christ’s sake; 
aud though God has strictly forbidden them to avenge 
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themselves, yet he will execute vengeance on their ep. 
emies ; and do it publickly, and make them the spec- 
tacles and witnesses of it. 

On the other hand, wickedness is many times very 
triumphant | in this world; is so far from suffering shame. 
which is the just reward of it, that it is applauded and 
courted ; and the greatest prodigies of wickedness are 
admired for their prosperous villanies ; but shame is the 
just reward of sin; and it must have tt at one time or other, 
And nothing can more effectually cast shame and con- 
tempt upon sinners, than a general judgment, when 
they shall be publickly arraigned and condemned in 
the great assembly of men and angels: this wil! con. 
found the most glorious sinner, whe never blushed be- 
fore. 

For though while bad men are supported with pow- 
er, and are the most numerous party, aud can outvote 
and outlaugh the rest of the world, they can secure 
themselves against the sense of shame; yet when they 
appear before such a judge, and have their villanies 
exposed to all the world ; when they are stript of their 
riches, and honours, and power, and see all their ad- 
mirers and companions past laughing and flattery, and 
themselves exposed and condemned to everlasting mis- 
eries ; it will then be impossible for them any longer 
“to glory in their shame.” Confusion will then cover 
their faces, and it would be deemed merciful to receive 
their sentence without seeing their judge and_ being 
exposed to the view of men and angels. 

There are a great many wicked things done private- 
ly, and concealed from the eyes of men, and many 
times gilded over with a form and counterfeit appear- 
ance of religion, and such secret villains not only es- 
cape publick shame but are thought very extraordina- 
ry men and great saints. Now it is very fitting thal 
such men also should have their mask and disguise ta- 
ken off and be exposed to the view of the world just as 
they are; and this God will do in that day, when he 
will judge the secrets of men’s hearts, and “ bring to 
light, the hidden work of darkness :” and then what 
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will it avail them to pass forsaints in this world, when 
at the day of judgment, they shall be known and con- 
dermned ior ‘heir wickedness and hypocrisy ? 

What a severe aggravation will it be of the condem- 
nation of the wicked, to see good men whom they de- 
spised and persecuted, whose lives they thought folly 
aud madness, now owned and rewarded by God; as 
our Saviour says, to see them come “ from the east, and 
from the west, from the north, and from the south, and 
set down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the king- 
dom of God. and themselves shut out?” This will be 
a confounding sight at that day; and as little as such 
men value heaven now, to see the bright and dazzling 
crowns of those blessed saints, will pierce their souls 
and wound them to eternity. 

This justifies the wisdom of God, in appointing a 
general day of judgment to reward good men, and to 
condemn the wicked. 

« Seeing these things are so, what manner of persons 
oucht we to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 
look'ng for and hastening unto the coming of the day of 
God.” 


‘“* Great day of dread decision and despair ; 

Cruel the tenderness that whispers peace, 

To men at war with their Redeemer, 

Men who scorn his clemency, and dare his wrath.” 


May your hopes of heaven be founded upon the ra- 
tional and enlightening principles of the gospel of our 
adorable Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, may the 
divine spirit aid your search after truth, and when ad- 
ded years shall bring you to the confines of the grave, 
may the everlasting gates be opened to receive you as 
an heir of glory. 

With sentiments of due esteem, | am dear sir, your 


sincere friend, JULIANA 
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Copy of a letter to the late unfortunate Dr. Dodd, while wy. 
der sentence of death, by Miss Mary Bosanguet, afler- | 
wards wife of the late Rev. John Fletcher, with the Doc. | 
tor’s answer. | 


Let it not surprise you in this tremendous hour to be 
accosted by an old, perhaps forgotten, but still sympa- 
thising friend. 

The world smiles in prosperity ; the Chrestian loves 
in adversity, and the hour of nature’s sorrow is the impor- 
tant period for such a friendship. From the first mo- 
ment the melancholy truth had reached my ear how 
truly was my heart engaged in prayer and pity. I ap- 
ticipated the dreadful pang which rends your soul, 
and the awful consideration that these things were but 
the beginning of sorrow, was ready to draw blood from 
my heart as well as tears from my eyes. I turned to 
Him from whom proceeds all that is truly great and 
good, and was encouraged to intreat the merciful Re- 
deemer, to look down with tender pity, and cause this 
dark night to become the womb of a bright morning, 
yea, the brightest your eyes have ever yetseen. Every 
stroke of your rod deeply affects me, but, above all, | 
feel for your precious, your immortal soul. 

Will you permit me, my dear sir, to throw aside all 
reserve while treating on ‘this important subject ? Shall 
I prevail with you to bear with the manner for the sake 
of the matter, and not despise truth though ignorantl) 
uttered? Ifear you have lived a long time in that 
friendship with the world which the spirit of God de- 
clares is enmity with himself. However excellent some 
or many of your actions may have been, you have rest- 
ed in the letter and not in the spirit of christianity ; you 
have been contented without the experimental knowl- 
edge of those words : “ He that is in Christ Jesus is 4 
new creature.” Your will, your affections, your de- 
sires, and delights, have they not all been -fixed on 
earthly objects? Rejoicing in the possession of 
mourning the disappointment. Your daily delight has 
not been in the divine communication of the holy spirit; 
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fellowship with God has not been your chiefest joy ; 
the pursuit of empty shadows found nearer access to 
your heart than the noble choice of following the de- 
spised Nazarene. 

Think not, dear sir, I draw this judgment from the 
late unhappy event. O no! that I only consider as 
the natural fruit of the unregenerate heart. The point 
I aim at, is the want of that change, that death unto sin, 
that new birth unto righteousness, whereby the chil- 
dren of wrath become the children of grace. St. Paul 
says, “I have fought the good fight, | have kept the 
faith,” therefore, he was willing to be offered up, since 
nothing but a crown of righteousness presented itself 
to his opening prospect. He had kept that faith which 
purifieth the heart, overcometh the world and quench- 
eth all the fiery darts of the evil one. 

| remember when | was about fourteen, the season in 
which I was favoured with your most intimate acquaint- 
ance, you once told a story which I shall never forget 
concerning one of the Scotch divines, who said on his 
death bed, “If every stone, timber, and nail, in this 
house could speak, they would bear witness to the 
many hours of sweet communication my soul hath spent 
with God therein.” Q! sir, can the beams of your 
house bear witness that your enjoyments have been 
such as eternity shall ripen? And this heavenly dis- 
position, you must be sensible, can alone fit us for.the 
New Jerusalem. 

No object can give pleasure, unlessit meets with a 
sense which suits and apprehends it. The grain of 
corn is more welcome to the fowl than the richest 
pearl, so to the soul whose treasure is yet on earth, 
the beauties of the lovely Jesus shine in vain. But 
alas! who can break this adamantine chain? Who 
can unlock the heart bound down with twice ten thou- 
sand ties and bring the captive soul into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God? Can disappointment ? 
Can reproach, dishonour, loss or even death itself? 
Alas! these may torment but never change the heart. 
It is a sight of the erucified Jesus alone, which breaks 
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the heartin pieces. This Jesus waits to do you good ; 
hear him saying “thou hast destroyed thyse If, but in 
me is thy help.” O that you would cry: his ear attends 
the softest prayer. This is my fear lest you should for- 
get there is no way into the sheepfold but through the 
door, and no way of entering that door but knowing 
ourselves to be lost and undone creatures, whose ways 
have been altogether perverse betore him, and then to 
be saved by faith in Christ alone. 

How often has Christ appeared delightful even ina 
prison. Several have praised God for bringing them 
there, and by that means awakening them to a knowl- 
edge of their lost estate, that they might be made ac- 
quaiated with a happiness tll then unknown. 

Adorable Jesus, so work on the soul of this my un- 
happy friend, display thy pardoning love, and write if 
on his aching heart. 


*« No, my best actions cannot save, 
But thou must cleanse even them ; 
Yet when on thee I do believe, 
The past shall not condemn.”’ 


I know not how to break off. My spirit deeply 
mourns, both for your present and approaching suffer 
ings, and equally for her who so sadly shares your eve- 
ry wo. 

Had you remained in prosperity, nothing would have 
been farther from my thoughts than a renewal of ac- 
quaintance; for | have found in being despised and 
trampled under foot of the great ones of the earth, 
more solid peace, more lasting joy, than my warmest 
wishes could ever have expected. But now I cannot 
forget you if | would. I long for your salvation. Will 
you acknowledge all the wisdom of the world, can nev- 
ersave you? Will you look for salvation from the 
mere mercy of God? How many have gone triumph- 
antly to glory, even from under the hand of the execu- 
tioner? My dear sir, that triumph may be yours ; and 
if you do not reject it, it surely shall. The king of ter- 
rours shall appear no longer terrible, and your happy 
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spirit loosed from every earthly tie, and delighted 
with the freedom of the living water, shall spring into 
eternity with so feeling a joy, as you have never known 
in all your life. 

You have tried the world and found itempty. Never 
did man strive more for the honours of it, than you 
have done. For this you have turned your back upon 
the closest followers of the Lamb, the little tew, de- 
spised indeed of man, but whose lives are hid with 
Christ in God; for that you have been conformed in all 
your life and conversation to the customs, fashions and 
maxims of it. But, while you were a slave to man, un- 
grateful man, who neither thanked nor paid you, you 
sligited Him who is able to cast both soul and body 
into hell. ButO! the unbounded love of Jesus! he 
blasted all your hopes, he chastened and corrected 
you; for what end? Only to convince you how ready 
he is to receive you, and make youa beloved son. The 
wicked have no bonds in their death, they will not 
listen to awakening fears; but whom the Lord loveth, 
he chasteneth; yea, the body may be given up to suf- 
fer, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. 

[am not yet without hope, even for your life. It is 
founded on this: I know the hearts of all are in the 
hands of my God, from the king on the throne to the 
beggar on the dung hill and he turneth them what way 
soever he will. 1 know if you seek but Daniel’s faith, 
Daniel’s God can shut the lion’s mouth. If with Nebu- 
chadnezzar you have learned to acknowledge the Most 
High ruleth over all, he can restore you to your former 
state, or else take you to behold his glory. When lk 
consider your great talents and how much you might 
have done for God, I cannot help erying to the Lord 
once more to send you into his vineyard with a changed 
heart, full of the Holy Ghost and power. 

And now, my dear sir, what shall] say! my heart is 
full, | know not how to leave off, it is as though the pen 
could not part from the paper. Nature shrinks from 
that pang which is usually the sad attendant of a last 
farewel. But grace cries out—Yet there is hope. An 
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eternity of joy presents a kingdom where no horrid 
alarm of war shall break our eternal repose. W here 
sorrow, death, and parting shall be no more; and the 
royal army of cross bearers, who have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood ot the lamb, 
are ready to embrace and welcome you amongst them. 
To that efficacious blood with tears of love and sor- 
row, [ commit you, and though with reluctance, [ must 
now conclude your sincerely affectionate and sympa- 
thising friend. M. Bb. 
‘eb. 9, 1777. 


By a series of correspondence, almost weekly, from 
the above date, till within three days of his execution, 
I had reason to believe he felt a contrite heart, and 
found the sinner’s friend to be his. June 25th, he wrote 
me his last farewel as follows. 


June 25, 1777. 
My pear Frienp, 

On Friday morning [ am to be made immortal! | 
die with a heart truly contrite and broke, under a sense 
of its great and manifold offences; but comforted and 
sustained by a firm faith in the pi ardoning love of Jesus 
Christ. My earnest prayers to God are, that we may 
meet and know each other in that kingdom towards 
which you have been so long and so happily travelling. 
I return you my most affectionate thanks for all your 
friendly attention to me, and have no doubt, should 
any opportunity offer, you will remember my excellent 
but afflicted partner in distress. 

| do not know where to direct to worthy Mr. Parker. 
but beg to trouble you with my dying love, and kind 
remembrance to hin. 

The Lord Jesus be with our spirits, Amen. 

WM. DODD. 
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Soon afier the Doctor’s death, Miss Bosanquet re- 
ceived from a faithful minister of Christ who constant- 
ly attended him, a pleasing account, in which he says, 
he believes him to be singing the song of the redeemed, 
and concludes his letter with the following words. 

Thus ended the mortal and began the never ceas- 
ing life of your old, and my new friend. And I bless 
God our Saviour for this new proof of his saving grace 
and the power of his precious blood. The time is 
elapsed, I have written more than I intended, and yet 
not a tenth part of what I could. You may be com- 
forted, as | have been richly. Your and my fears are 
atan end. May the God of all grace keep your and 
my heart in the knowledge of him, yea grow in grace 
and love. 

This is the earnest prayer of your affectionate friend 


and willing servant in Christ. ; 





Copy of a letter from Joseph Hughes, one of the Secreta- 
rues for the British and Foreign Bible Society, relative 
to a meeting at Norwich, Sept. 11, 1811. 


On the Monday after my return, I proceeded with 
my excellent colleagues for Norwich, where a nume- 
rous and respectable meeting was held on Wednes- 
day, in a very commodious and spacious hall; the 
Mayor presided, the Bishop spoke with great decis- 
ion and liberality, and the result was, the establish- 
ment of the Norfolk and Norwich Bible Society. 
About 700/, were subscribed, and one happy, amiable 
sentiment, seemed to pervade the company. 

My colleagues (three clergymen) and myself ad- 
journed to Eastham, two miles from Norwich, the 
residence of the late Joseph Gurney, where we had 
passed the preceding day, and where we witnessed 
the emanation of piety, generosity and affection, 
which does not often reach the eye of mortals. Our 
host and hostess were the Gurneys, whose family 
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were chiefly Quakers, and who with their guests 
amounted to thirty-four. A clergyman, at the request 
of one of the family, and I presume with the cordial 
concurrence of all the rest, read a portion of the 
Scriptures, morning and evening; and twice we had 
prayers, I should have said thrice; for before dinner, 
on the day of the meeting, the pause encouraged by 
the Society of Friends, was succeeded by a devout 
address to the Deity, from a female minister, Eliza- 
beth Fry, whose manner was impressive, and whose 
words were so appropriate, that none present can 
ever forget the incident, or even advert to it, without 
sensations at once powerful and pleasing. The first 
emotion on our part was surprize, the second awe, and 
the third prous fervour. As soon as we were re-ad- 
justed at table, I thought it might be serviceable to 
offer a remark, that proved the coincidence of my 
heart with the devotional services in which we had 
been engaged; this had the desired effect. Mr. 
Owen and others suggested accordant sentiments, and 
we seemed generally to feel like the disciples whose 
hearts burned within them as they walked to En- 
maus. 

The days passed in this excellent family, were 
opened with joy, and closed with regret; few such 
days will ever occur again; yet when devotion shall 
cease to be measured by days, pleasure more intense 
shall spring up for ever afresh, and all the members 
of the vast household of faith, shall behold each 
other in ascene where harmony ts uninterrupted, puri- 
ty unblemished, and bliss complete and everlasting. 





Extract from Scott’s Force of Truth—p. 152. 


It is good to be zealously affected always in a good 
thing, and if our ardour of soul be from the Spirit of 
God, according to the revealed will of God, and for the 
glory of God, it is the noblest, most desirable, most 
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heavenly, and most beneficial exertion of the hum4n 
mind. In every thing but religion, an ardour des- 
cribed by the term enthusiasm, is allowed and com- 
mended. A poetical, a military, a patriotick enthu- 
siasm, even when they carry men beyond the strict 
bounds of cold reasonings and exact prudence, fail 
not to meet with admirers. Our zeal may be fervent 
in every thing without censure, save when we are 
zealous for the glory of God and the salvation of im- 
mortal souls. But there is an enthusiasm of this sort 
which forms the highest elevation and the noblest 
effort of the human soul. Such an enthusiasm ani- 
mated the Apostle Paul in all his self-denying labours 
and sufferings, and filled (under the guidance of the 
Holy Ghost) his writings with such ardent zeal for 
the honour of his dear Saviour, and affection for the 
souls of men; such an enthusiasm he expresses, when 
he says, “ Whether we be beside ourselves it is to God, 
or whether we be sober it is for our cause, for the 
love of Christ constraineth us.” Of such an enthu- 
siasm as this | wish | were far more guilty. 


Extract from Israel's Advocate. 


Truly affecting is the account given of one of their 
celebrated Rabbies on his death-bed. When Rabbi 
Johannan Ben Zachas was sick, his disciples came to 
visit him, and when he saw them he began to weep. 
They said to him, “ Rabbi, the light of Israel, the right 
hand pillar, the strong hammer, wherefore dost thou 
weep?” He answered them, “If they were carrying 
me before a King of flesh and blood, who is here to- 
day, and to-morrow in the grave; who if he were an- 
gry with me, his anger would not last for ever; if he 
put me in bondage, his bondage would not be ever- 
lasting; and if he condemned me to death, that death 
would not be eternal; whom I could soothe with 
words, and bribe with riches? Yet even in these cir- 
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cumstances I should weep. But now | am going be- 
fore the King of kings, the only blessed God, who 
liveth and endureth for ever and ever; who if he is 
angry with me, his anger will last for ever; ifhe puts 
me in bondage, his bondage will be everlasting ; if he 
condemns me to death, that death will be eternal; 
whom I cannot sooth with words nor bribe with riches; 
when farther, there are before me two ways, the one 
to hell, the other to Paradise, and | know not to 
which they are carrying me; should [ not weep? 

Who does not long to point the mourning Israelite 
to that “ Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of 
the world ?” 


en ee 


Extracts from Bishop Dehon’s Sermon on Psalmody. 


2 Chronicles 13, 14. “It came even to pass as the 
trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one 
sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord; 
and when they lifted up their voice with the tr umpets, 
and cymbols, : and instruments, of musick, and praised 
the Lord saying, For he is good; for his mercy endur- 
eth forever ; that then the house was filled with a cloud, 
even the house of the Lord ; so that the priests could 
not stand to minister by reason of the cloud ; for the 
glory of the Lord had filled the house of God.” 

« Will God in very deed dwell on the earth? Behold 
the heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
him!” Yet we here find him, veiling himself in a cloud, 
and descending into the temple in all his glory, to tes- 
tify by his presence, his gracious satisfaction in the 
choral hymn, and meledious sound, which at the bring- 
ing up his ark into his house, ascended unto him from 
an hundred instruments and a thousand tongues. 

The scene is sublime. And perhaps, among all the 
achievements for which musick has been celebrated, 
we have here the greatest. In the temple just erected 
to the Almighty, king Solomon and his people are as- 
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sembled. ‘The whole company of the priests are in 
service. Singers in white, an unnumbered company, 
having cymbols, and psalteries, and harps, stand by the 
altar, and with them a hundred and twenty priests, 
sounding with trumpets. 

And it “came to pass as the trumpeters and singers 
were as one to make one sound to be heard in praising 
and thanking the Lord, and when they lifted up their 
voice with the trumpets and cymbols and instruments 
of musick, and praised the Lord, saying, For he is 
good, for his mercy endureth forever, that then the 
house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the 
Lord, so that the priests could not stand to minister by 
reason of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord had filled 
the house of God.” 

Let us first consider why musick is used in religious , 
worship, and for what end it is introduced into the service 
of the sanctuary. For this there can be no other unex- 
ceptionable reason, than that it is a very powerful and 
happy means of exciting or increasing or expressing our 
devout affections. It results from the constitution of 
our nature, that musick, by a mysterious and potent 
agency, awakens the heart, concentrates the thoughts, 
and elevates the soul. 

There are chords in human nature, which answer to 
its sounds. It touches, fixes, rules, relieves, delights 
the mind. 

The praises of God, the truths of religion, and the 
commendation of virtue, are, it would seem, most in- 
tensely dwelt upon, most deeply impressed upon the 
heart, and most agreeably expressed, when they are 
clothed with the accents, and followed through the 
windings of an engaging melody. : 

“ By reason,” says a venerable father of the church, 
“ofthe proneness of our affections to that which de- 
lights, it pleased the wisdom of the spirit, to borrow 
from melody that pleasure, which mingled with heay- 
enly mysteries, causes the smoothness and softness of 
that which touches the ear, and to convey, as it were. by 
stealth, the treasure of good things into men’s minds: 
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for this purpose, were those harmonious tunes of psalms 
composed.” 

This then is the end, for which musick is used j 
religious worship; to assist our devotions, by an fe 
plication to our affections of that which has upon them 
a powerful action, to excite and direct them; by en- 
gaging us in an exercise in which sympathy has large 
scope, and every one acts upon the rest to enable us 
to animate each other; to pour forth our praises and 
adorations in a way that is significant and edifying, de- 
lightsome and impressive. Should we suppose it in- 
troduced into the church for any other purpose than 
this, we must first forget the sanctity of the place, and 
the business for which alone we here assemble. 

A principle of so powerful action upon human na- 
ture as musick is known to have, ought unquestionably 
to be applied to the promotion of the best objects 
which human nature can pursue; and hence, all na- 
tions have called to the aid of their religion, and ex- 
pression of their joy the measured hymn and the tune- 
fulsound. Hence, too, we may infer the propriety, 
with which instruments designed for sacred use, are 
combined in our service, with the human voice; for 
both have a tendency to the same end ; the elevation 
of the soul, and exciting and assisting of its devout al- 
fections. It may be added, that in the social perform- 
ance of this exercise, there 3 is necessarily in the con- 
cert, a perception and expression of unity, which beau- 
tifally typifies, and in christian bosoms may happily 
promote that unity of spirit and affections which is so 
important a quality in the church of Christ. And more- 
over, as it is the glory of this art to embrace and dis- 
play only the principles of order and harmony, we 
may safely presume, that it is with great fitness and 
very acceptably brought into the service of that God, 
who is the lover of concord, and through all whose 
works, order and harmony do eternally pervade. 

There i is harmony in the movements of “the heav- 
ens,” whereby they “ declare the glory of God ;” there 


























119 


is “musick among the spheres, when they show forth 
his handy work.” tp 

How far the end of introducing musick in religious 
worship is actually accomplished, must depend upon 
many circumstances. But of its fitness and utility, who 
can doubt ? Imagine a congregation assembled with 
sanctified affections in the house of the Lord. They 
are conscious of the presence of God, their Creator and 
Redeemer; and their hearts glow with the love, their 
thoughts burn with the devotion which the contempla- 
tion of his perfection inspires. Penetrated with a 
sense of his goodness in having snatched them from de- 
struction, each one is anxious to send from his heart, a 
tribute of admiration and praise. ‘The full toned or- 
gan now breathes forth the majestick strain, consecra- 
ted to their feelings, and to the words they are about 
to utter. From every part of the sacred place, there 
arises from unnumbered tongues, the glowing hymn, 
“our God is good, for his mercy endureth for ever.” 
The voice of him whose brow is whitened with age, as 
he looks back upon fourscore years of divine protec- 
tion, and forward to a better world, lingers with de- 
light upon the strain. The lips of the youth, whom 
education hath taught to adore the divinity of the 
place, join with sweet concord in the strain of his 
sires, From every tongue, from the priest and the 
people, from the learned and illiterate, from the rich 
and mighty, and from him that hath no other helper, 
resounds the peal, “ our God is good, his mercy en- 
dureth for ever.” 

Methinks, if the Deity be present in his temple with 
his train, the host who compose his train, would not 
disdain to join in the devotion, and the Almighty Fa- 
ther, would condescend to listen to the creature’s 
praise. Methinks the fellow worshippers could hard- 
ly fail to catch new fervour from each other’s song; and 
the unbeliever coming in would fall down and worship. 
_ From the nature of the purposes, for which musick is 
introduced into our religious services, there arises an 
absurdity in making it a matter of entertainment, or of 
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vain show; and also, that all kinds of musick, which, 
have no tendency to aid and gratify devotion, ought to 
be banished from the house of God. Whatever charm 
such musick may have, at suitable times, and in proper 
places, it 1s unfit tn the sanctuary. 

If we attend to the practice of the christian era, we 
shall find this heaven-born art, the daughter of piety 
and delight, who has descended through so many ages, 
aiding and adorning the worship of the Almighty, still 
retained in the service of religion. Itis amongst the 
precepts of inspiration, that christians should sing and 
make melody in their hearts unto the Lord.” Corres- 
pondent to the precept has been the practice of the 
church in every age. We find in the morning of christ- 
ianity, apostles oflering praise in social song. 

Pliny in his famous letter to Trajan, describes the 
christians chiefly, as assembling to sing hymns _ unto 
Christ; and since the establishment of the gospel, | 
know of but one sect, and that of modern origin, among 
whose religious services, psalmody has no place. But, 
above all, that which conferred on musick her brightest 
glory and entitles her for ever to a place in the chris- 
tian temple, was the honour she received from the 
Son of God. The author of our faith took her by the 
hand, as she was yet lingering about the Jewish tem- 

le; he introduced her to his church at the institution 
of his holy supper, and from that day to this, she has 
been found in the church, in her purest and most exalt- 
ed character. And who amongst us, whether skilled 
or unskilled in her mysteries, shall not here honour her 
for this? At the most affecting meeting they ever had, 
Jesus with his disciples sung a hymn. 

Let us, in the third place, consider after what man- 
ner the first christians performed this service. For the 
nearer we come to the model of the primitive church 
in this, and in every part of faith and christian duty, 
the nearer, in my estimation, we shall approach to per- 
fection. 

It appears, then, from such an examination as I have 
been able to make, and I believe it is confirmed by the 
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result of the most learned researches, that the psan..2- 
dy of the first christians, was plain, simple and solemn; 
and that the whole body of the church joined in the 
performance of it. Their tunes were probably easy 
and few, and the character of them such as expressed 
humility and love, and was calculated rather to melt, 
than to enrapture the heart. Afterwards as piety de- 
clined, it became necessary to re-excite, and reanimate 
by more striking musick, and the whole congregation 
was divided into two parts, which sang responsive to 
each other. 

Inattention and indifference increased, for alas! with 
how much difficulty is our frail nature kept engaged in 
the best services of God. 

We find in the fourth century, councils employed in 
devising means for reforming the musick of churches, 
and precentors or choristers appointed to lead, and in- 
struct in this service, such as were devoted toit, But 
it is evident from the sentiments of that age, and from 
the subsequent practice, that the end of this arrange- 
ment was to perfect the people in the art, and restore 
the simple primitive usage. 

The church returned again to the plain song, in 
which every member probably with modesty according 
to the degree of his skill, bore his part of the exercise. 

The consigning of this service wholly and perma- 
nently to a separate band, if we except the practice of 
some Egyptian monasteries, was of more modern origin, 
the only difficulty is, to conceive how,in the primitive 
psalmody, as all are not singers, the inconvenience of 
dissonance was avoided. Probably they aimed more 
at the glory of God, than at the gratification of a very 
fastidious ear. 

I will give you the evidence and account of the prac- 
tice, in the words of St. Chrysostom, an ancient father 
of the church: 

“ Women and men (says he) old men and children 
differ in sex and age, but they differ not in the harmony 
of singing hymns, for the spirit tempers all their voices 
together, making one melody of them all.” 
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Nor may we think that their musick was lifeless and 
insipid. It was of such singing, that the celebrated St, 
Augustus, addressing his spiritual father, exclaims “ Q! 
how | wept in the hymns and holy canticles, being en. 
forced thereunto by the sweet voices of thy melodious 
church.” 

It is evidently desirable, that all the congregation 
should be able to unite their voices in the praise of God; 
and to this end, the tunes should be few, plain, and cal- 
culated to move them to devotion. If any are utterly 
unable to sing, they should endeavour to make melody 
in their hearts; to send their thoughts to accompany 
the voices of the rest in bearing to the footstool of the 
throne the burden of thehymn. ‘Those who sing, with 
but indifferent skill, should not forbear to join in the 
exercise ; and while the spirit is one, the affections 
one, and the psalm one, they may, it is presumed, ina 
moderate voice, avoid occasioning any intolerable dis- 
cord, and add to the acceptableness of the service, 
With regard to the posture in which this duty may be 
best performed, for posture in being composed of body 
and spirit, is not a matter of indifference, | am told by 
those who are judges, that if performers stand while 
they sing, they sing with more ease, and more effect. 
Indeed, as the example of Christ, the instruction of the 
church, the practice of the pious of every age, and our 
own sober reflection, teach us, that we pray most be- 
comingly, when we kneel; so standing appears to be 
the most suitable posture for praise. By the erection 
of the body, we express the elevation of the soul and 
also our respect for the Being we address. Should 
these brief hints be attended to, and what is of more 
consequence than all, the duty be performed with a 
single eye to our Creator and Redeemer ; [ cannot but 
flatter myself that they would aid the attempt to give 
new beauty, acceptableness, and effect, to this part of 
our publick wership. 

Let me, first address myself to those of you who are 
singers. You are blest with a talent above your fel- 
Jows. Yours is a privilege, which opens to you pleas- 
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wres great, and peculiarly your own. It is a privilege 
which thousands would be glad to share. Shall no 
honour arise from it to him from whom you have re- 
ceived it? What can be more ungrateful to “ the Au- 
ther and Giver of every good and perfect gift,” than to 
refuse, or neglect to employ, in his service, those tal- 
ents with which he hath blessed you, while you willing- 
ly employ them for the gratification of mortals like 
yourselves? * He that planted the ear,” that wonder- 
ful organ, through which the delights of sound pass to 
the soul, and by which youare enabled to attune your 
voices to the concord of sweet sounds, “shall not he 
hear” the sweetest melody which your voices can utter, 
the most grateful hymns which your tongues can raise ? 
If the psalmest calls upon “ every thing that hath breath 
to praise the Lord,” much more may we call upon you 
who, with your breath, have the faculty of converting it 
to the production of significant and ravishing sound, to 
join in beautifying the service ofGod’s temple; to bear 
for us our praises, on the wings of your melody, to Him 
unto whom the angels sing. Those of us who are un- 
skilled in this art, may I conceive as well as the first 
disciples of our Lord, in due time be able to join, with- 
out making excessive dissonance, in the praises of our 
Creator and Redeemer. At least the rising generation 
may be accustomed to unite always in this part of the 
service; and the sons, if the fathers are unable, may be 
taught to bear for them this homage to. the Most High. 
Other offices are appropriate. It is in this, that the 
daughters of Zion should prophecy in the church. It is 
thus that in his temple, every man should speak of his 
honour. 

To conclude—there is a brief address, which, in an 
age when an attempt was making, to restore to the 
church a psalmody worthy of it, was provided by a cel- 
ebrated council, to be given to those, who were to take 
the lead in the work of reformation, and have the princi- 
pal care of this part of the publick service. 

The address might be given by a bishop, or a presby- 
fer, and it is not less comprehensive and emphatick. 
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than the most finished charges of antiquity. It is con- 
tained in these few memorable words: “ See that thoy 
believe in thine heart, what thou singest with thy 
mouth; and approve in thy works, what thou believest 
in thy heart.” This address, my brethren, allow me 
to impress upon you all. Vain is it to draw nigh to 
God with your lips, if your heart isfarfrom him. Vain 
is itto flatter yourselves, that you draw near to him in 
your heart, if in your lives you dishonour him. But 
when the faith, the life, and the voice are in unison, 
sweet is the offering unto God. The sounds of your 
praise will reach unto heaven, and he who sitteth upon 
the throne, will hear it with approbation, and reward it 
with favour. 

Thus singing, your piety will be strengthened, your 
ceorrmety gladdened, your griefs relieved, and your af- 
ections raised; and you will be trained in the temple 
on earth, to join in the chorus which shall resound 
eternally through the arches of heaven, to the glory of 
the Being who there receives the homage of all per- 
fect beings, and gladdens the hosts that worship him. 
with eternal smiles. 


From Knox’s Christian Philosophy. 


Let us take an impartial view of our own state and 
examine whether many of us are not in the state of 
spiritual sleeping and dreaming already described.— 
How passes our life? We eat, we drink, we sleep. 
To-morrow and to-morrow, the same dull repetition: 
we eat, we drink, we sleep. So also do the poor ani- 
mals around us, whom we look down upon as our infe- 
riours. How are we employed in the intervals of this 
vegetative life? We buy, we sell, we dress, we trifle, 
we visit, we tell or hear the tale of the day, often a tri- 
fling, often a false, sometimes a malevolent one; but in 
all this have little other design than to pass away the 
time without reflection; to forget ourselves; to hide 
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(he prospect before us, death, judgment, heaven and 
hell! 

How stands the state of that religion which we pro- 
fess? We learn our catechism in our infancy; we 
read the bible at school; we go to church like others ; 
we hear and repeat our prayers; but have we indeed 
considered our religion as our principal concern? 
Christianity is either true or not true ; if we believe it 
true, it must be our chief concern; if not trae, then 
why mock we both God and man by our hypocrisy ? 
But we profess to believe it. Have we any secret ex- 
ercises of the soul in converse and communion with 
God? Do we spend any time with our own hearts? 
Have we no sweet intercourse with heaven in solitude ? 
no fervour of piety, no inward religion, ne spiritual sen- 
sibility, no pious ardour, no secret store of comfort un- 
known to the world, and which the world cannot reach, 
locked up as the precious jewel in the casket of the 
heart? If we have not, we are assuredly in that state 
which requires us to listen to that animating call, 
“ awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead ;” 
for dead we are to God; dead to every thing but that 
vanity which ever terminates in vexation ; dead to all 
those remains of excellence, which have preserved, 
amidst the ruins of human nature, some faint vestige of 
its original grandeur and grace. 

Take away the spiritual life, and you level man with 
the brutes; he becomes immediately what the philoso- 
phers of old called him, an animal with two legs, and 
without feathers. How are the mighty fallen! The 
wings of the eagle are clipped. He no longer eyes the 
= sun, but grovels like a reptile on the earth. 

ou not only level him with the brutes, you make him 
more miserable than they; for he is sorely sensible of 
his evils, which they are not; he is sensible of his for- 
Jorn condition, sensible of the shortness and possible 
evils of life. Suffers imaginary as well as real wo, and 
sees the gloomy. prospect before him—the grave open- 
ing to swallow him up, and the possibility of something 
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terrible beyond it. If we are but animals, then are we 
of all animals most miserable! 

Since a religious lethargy is thus degrading to our 
nature, thus productive of misery, let us rescue our- 
selves from it to-day, while it is called to-day, and iet 
no man say with the sluggard, “a little more sleep, 
and a little more slumber, a little more folding of the 
hands to sleep.” Life ebbs apace. The day is far 
spent to many of us, the night is at hand, when the sad 
licence may be allowed to us in that severe permission: 
“ Sleep on now, and take your rest.” Your sun is set 
to rise no more. Death sealiel triumphal car, 
drives on rapidly, and mows down all that stand in the 
way. [tis computed by the ingenious in calculation, 
that on the surface of the globe, more than fifty thou- 
sand men, women, and children die ev ery night. How 
soon may any one of us make an unit in the “thousands 
that every hour go down into the pit and are no more 
seen! 


Extract from a Letter to a niece, from the Life of the Rev. 
Thomas Scott, D. D. 


Allow me to touch one subject which I know re- 
quires great delicacy. A great deal, indeed, will de- 
pend on your appearance and dress. 1 do not want to 
convert you into a Quaker, or put you into livery, but 
I cannot be faithful without saying, that, in your pres- 
ent station, and especially as being known to pay at- 
tention to religion, a considerable revolution will be 
necessary from what | saw when I last met you. 

You will take the hint in good part; it is well meant; 
and, if moderately attended to, as to style, expense, 
and attention to dress, will have the happiest effects, 
in every way. Especially it will make way for your 
becoming acquainted with those who would become a 
great help to you,and exempted from the giddy ac- 
quaintance of those who only hinder and ensnare you. 
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I should particularly recommend method to you in your 
employments. If you would at all prosper in your soul, 
you must secure time for retirement, reading the sertp- 
tures, and helps in understanding them ; and prayer, 
secret, particular, earnest prayer. g Without this noth- 
ing will be done. 

This time, in your situation, will, I apprehend, be 
best secured by retrenching an hour from sleep, and 
such things as merely relate to external decoration, in 
the morning, before your more hurrying engagements 
begin; and in the evening before it be too late. But 
securing time in the morning is the grand thing: not 
that the other should be neglected ; but it will neces- 
sarily be exposed to more interruptions. A plan, how- 
ever, should be laid down, and adhered to, with as 
much regularity, at least, as that about our meals. That 
must sometimes be broken in upon; yet not often.— 
Above all, as much as possible, secure the whole of 
the Lord’s day, and firmly stand out against Sunday 
visitings. In addition to this, if you would improve 
your mind and heart, learn to redeem the fragments of 
time. Have a book at hand, that when you are wait- 
ing perhaps for your father or friends to dinner, or on 
similar occasions, you may not let the little oddments of 
time elapse, or rather heavily drawl on as a burden: but 
take the book, and read a little, and if you lift up a short 
prayer over what you read, so much the better. It is 
surprising how much I have read and learned in these 
fragments of time, which most people lose. “Gather 
up the fragments that nothing be lost.” 

I am afraid your influence, at first at least, will be in- 
sufficient for what lam about to add; but persevering, 
firm and mild efforts may do much, I mean in avoiding 
late visits, aud the late entertainment of visitors. Even 
among pious persons, I scarcely know any thing more 
hostile to the religion of the closet. 

What you mention in respect of original sin, lies at 
the bottom of all christianity ; and we never learn any 
thing else to much purpose, till we become deeply sen- 
sible of innate depravity; ofa moral disease which we 
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cannot cure, and have not heart of ourselves to cure; 
but which the Lord alone can cure. We ought how. 
ever to seek the cure from him as we do health | from the 
physician, by applying to him, trusting him, following 
his directions, welcoming his medicines, avoiding what 
he inhibits. 


Extract from the Memoirs of the Rev. Samuel L. Mills— 
by Gardner Spring, D. D. 


Men are not apt enough to lay out their plans for 
extended action, In this respect how much wiser are 
the children of this world than the children of light? 
how magnificent the plans, how unwearied the watch- 
fulness, how persevering the efforts after worldly ag- 
grandisement, how ardent the hopes, how inspired, how 
confident the expectation of men in the eager pursuit of 
the meat that perisheth, and the crown that fadeth 
away? Ah! what aweight of reproach falls upon the 
head of that christian, who can quietly see the inter 
ests of his master’s kingdom languish for the want of 
determined exertion? “ Expect great things—attem 
great things,” should be the Mitac and unalterable 
motto of men in every department of active labour, who 
have consecrated themselves to Jesus Christ. 

If a pagan could adopt the maxim “nothing is too 
difficult to be accomplished by mortals,” with what 
confidence may achristian say, “1! can do all things 
through Christ’s strengthening me.” If he pursue an 
object replete with responsibility, he also has encour- 
agement peculiar to himself, and resources which the 
world knows not of. He may have a deep impression 
of his own weakness and insuffi€iency ; but why should 
he not have strong confidence in the sufficiency of pro- 
mised grace? Why should he not let g0 his own weak- 
ness and take hold of divine strength? “ Why should 
he not be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might?” Nay,why mayhe not glory in his infirmity, 
that the power of Christ may rest on him? 




















